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ECHNOLOGY istransforming

children’s experiences of

home lite. But while parents

and professiomnals siruggle o

decide whether It s a force
fowr oo or evil, othiers sEmiply wiorry that
chiledren might forget honw (o play, creat-
Ing thedr own games and storbes. Could
oo design encourage children io gpend
as mach time with their imaginations as
they do with their iPads?

Lirsils Wesselingh, an interior designer
speecialising i kids® space, says: “Five
years agn parenis were keen (o put TVs
and eomputers in their chilcren's bed-
rooms, mow it 15 a firm "No'. Families
want technology in a more publlc pan
of thie s, wheere they can all see what
gaing ot theirchideen
are Eing i

Up the wall: here's one way u-1 getrlrng round technalagy — quite literally, interior
desigmer Sean Cochrane has given her daughter a bednoom climbing wall

THE NONCONFORMIST MU
Designer Ashlyn Gibson feels strongly
abouit Frseking sure that technobogy isjust
aneiher aption for play available o
children, Her company, Ollve Loves
Alfie, avoids the seemingly ubiquitous
|.1r:'|:|||:||.~|:||:-r-:|-|:1u|.'|:i tor chilcren igoodbye
Hello Klety) in favour of well-desigmed
ansd well-made products from a varlety
af sources, =I'm not interested in toys
that are by prescTipkive, ar that enoours
age gender stersotyping,” dhe says. ~1
wamt to create a much more exciting and
nurturing environment - it's a much
mare adid-Eashioned approach,®

Ashiym's davghter, Chive, is row 10and
lik mamy mums, Ashbyn belleves in mak-
ing tirme as & parent by putting her osm
technology aside = no phones, no lap-
LOpE — i oder o Play. Olive i encour-
aged to ke creative, and their colourful
and vikrant house is full of playful pleces
sapch s a carouse] horse, vintage dress-
img-up chmhes, huky hoops and Bossian
dolls, Olive doesn't yer have ber own
compater but her mother has always
rrwcde: it point of engaging her o shane in
the degign of the home.

& DAD WITH A DESIGNER™ EYE

In architect Francesco Draiscis hoase-
el peschmoogny B Cautioushy weloomaed
a3 a ool 1o enable creativity, though
laptops ane preferred 1o computers so
: - = thy can be put way when indanger of
Coats of many cobours: Ashlyn Gibson of Olive Loves &lfie has developed her own becoming a distraction, Like many
range of paints for children'’s spaces, with kids encouraged to choose their favourites Londoners, Draisci does not ke a lot

Y

Technology helps with the homework but can
starve a child's imagination. Kate Burnett
discovers how good bedroom design can
encourage young minds to wander wonderfully

of spare room ar home. His two sons'
o s the size of a train sleeping car
and is designed o maximise storage
space 18 well 32 provide two purpose-
baitht buink beds for the boys, aged 100and
six, He worked with them to develop the
dhesign of the room and choose the dig
ital-irmage wallpaper (From £27a square
metre (rom Mr Perswallh that covers one
wll, The chosen image of 3 birch forest
makes the room seem Larger. Draisci
s his computer to ghow s sons the
rosom a5 he desipned B and he is happsy
for them to use technology to explore
ideas. * Wi realise that our bows use it a
bt ooy e, 0 e konoradedise, ™ adcls
Dralscl. “They really like designing com-
ics, far example, and dn&lmmi:l-: thal

THE DEMANDING CLIENT, AGED 10

Sy Harris, director of interior design
company Homeology, says: “One clbent's
som is a bright 10 year-old who develops
phone apps in his spare time. When
wmboed what he wanted in his bedroam
hie gave me & compaiter-gemnerated pres-
entation. He specified vellow - some-
thing 1o do with his favourite foothall
team,” She added primary Bloee and ned,
an Exmes chalr, and a Jlelde lamp as
20th-century classics. “The palnt finish
on the wardrobe doors and the head

board cam be written on with a marker,
0 he could scribble dioswn his jdeas.™

LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION
Creating a magical workd at home is, of
COLFSE, EVEry parent’s dream it short-
ages of time, space and money are pot
easy toovercome. For stnetched parents
B can b termnpding B0 tale acdventage of
the hypnotie elfect of technology: after
all, nothing absorbs a child's attendion
cjuite like a T, games consale or iPad.
Praodeszar Mitch Blair, alficer for hialth
promction &t the Royal College of Pedi-
atrics and Child Heahh, cauthons agalnst
having TVs and computers in the bed-
roim and recommends s than oo
hours a day of screen time: “We are
becoming Increasfngly concerned, s
are paediatricians in several other coun-
Erics, as to how this affects the rapidly
developing brain in children and young
pecple. There |s evidence that over-
EXposine has an EMPpact O atlensm
span and concentration as well =
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‘Walcame to my world: a child's room is the starting paint for
many imaginative adventuces, with or without the warkdwide
wib. Interior designes Kate Lovejoy and ber nine-year-old
daughter chose this Suzy Hoodbess wallpaper, Rosabella, from
Osborne & Little, £49 a redl, for a new-look bedroom

Lett: this
Mondrian-
inspired bedroom
came about after
interior designier
SUZY Harris
wiorked with her
client’s $on an the
idiza, Thie painted
suriaces can be
written on with a
marker pen and

then wiped clean

Far leftz interior
designer Charlotte
Croskand’s
bedroom for ber
son includes a
bosed-in bed with
a curtain for an
gnhanoed serse
of privacy an
personal space

Left: Ashiyn
Gihson watches
as her daughter,
Olive, 10, plays on
the carousel
e in Wir
Bedrosom

appetite control = and then there is the
big subject of computers encouraging a
more sedentary Hiestyle.”

OUT OF THE ZONE

Shmon Williams i managing director of
andio-visual company (dive (not relaved
o Ol Lowes Adfke) and he is often ashed
o help parents configune systems for the
famidy Isme. “A lot of parents ask me
hsw v i comirol and cortain i ftech-
nixloggy] 1o make sure kids don't have a

une-track mind. In larger houses with

solid structures - but not in smaller flats,
21y — it 1% possible to limat wifi supply o
certaln rooms.” Williams also suggess
ather options inchixing mosdems that
can b comffigared o block inapproprinte
Contend. Internet servioe providers can
also pestrict certain bypes ol content, and
children can be given a dedicated area
Close to the rest of the living space where
they Can use technology for games and
hatrswork — with parents neardw.

Azlde from these limits placed on
devices, the most effective limbts st
surely be placed by the parents them
ehves, Any restrctions work best when
the focus I3 not simply on lmitng one
activity but encouraging cahers, such as
using cesign to engage children in their
SpaciE.

Deshgn can be a call o action for kids,
empowering them and helping them o
create relationships with new friends,
haetrtyy Eroups and clubs that extend
beyond technology out 1o the wider
world, as well & into their own imsgina-
i#ns,

CONTACTS

B Francesoo Draiscl at Draisge Studed:
020 7226 S800: draksci.com

LA P swadl: maperswall oo, ulk

B Suzy Harris af Homeology: 07814
012044 homeologyoecsgn.c ok

B Olive Loves alfie; D20 7241 4212;
alivineesalle, o, uk

B Olnep-A% 020 5347 E202: alvnk- 3y,
ok

B Poyal College of Pediatrics and Child
Hiealth: (20 7092 G000; ropch.acuk



