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Ursula Wesselingh,
founder of interior design
company Room toBloom,
givesheradviceonhow to
decorateanursery

WhatisRoomtoBloom?
It'saLondonbasedinterior
design consultancy that
specialisesinchildren’s
spaces.ldesignnurseries,
kids'bedroomsand
playrooms for children
aged0-12.

Why children?
Becauselthinkchildren
deservethemost
beautifulroominthe
house. Inmy experience
asaninterior designer,
children'sroomsare
oftenoverlookedinlarger
projectsanddon'tgetthe
attentiontheydeserve.
Thatneedstochange.
Spendingtimeandeffort
onyour child'sbedroom
says "lloveand careabout
you"inaveryspecial way.

Whatareyourbasic
principles?

Keepit practical, keepit
beautiful, keepityou.

Whatisyourstarting
pointforanewdesign?
Firstand foremostmy
client'sbrief, of course.
Next, thequality of the
lightinaroomandthe
opportunitiesinterms

of spaceplanning. The
inspirationforadesign
canbeanitemthatmy
clientloves, likeafabricor
aprint,aparticular colour,
oramood.Everythingelse
evolvesfromthere,

Whenshould parents
startthinkingabout

decoratinganursery?
Anywherefromthreeto

fivemonthsbeforethe
duedate,ideally.Good
designtakestime,sothis
allowsyoutoorderthe
essentialsand forideas
todevelopandgrow.

Doyouhaveapreferred
colourpalette?
Iworkalotwithgreys,
neutralsandmuted tones,
butI'mnotafraidof colour
either.Itreally dependson
what colours work well
withtheroom'saspect.

Aretheregirls'designs
andboys’'designs?
Therecanbe,butI'm
personally notafanof
theubiquitousblue/pink
divideandlike tomixitup
alittle.Mostof my clients
areattractedtoRoomto
Bloom'scontemporary
approach:nurseriesare
fairly gender neutral

Ilovenatural
materialssuch as
wood andlinen.
[fThad my way,
everyone would
have timber
flooring

intermsof colour
andmaterials, while
accessoriesandstyling
pushitintoagender
specificdirection.

Whatkind of materials
doyouliketouse?
Ilovenaturalmaterials
suchaswoodandlinen.
Naturalor painted timber
feelswarm, grounds
aspace,andisvery
versatiledesignwise.
IfThad my way, everyone
wouldhave timber
flooring—itliftsany space
instantlyandiseasy to
combinewithalmostany
other material or colour.

Doyoulikeputtingart
innurseries?
Ithinkeveryone
remembersaposter or
printfromchildhood
thattheyusedtogazeat
whilefalling asleep, so
[likeusingart-itbuilds
memories. A printor
artworkcanoftenbethe
startofaroom'sdesignin
termsof colour ormood.
Chooseaprintyoulove
andrepeatsomeofthe
coloursonthewallsand
elsewhereintheroom.

If parentshavethe
choiceofalarge
orsmallroomfora
nursery,isonebetter
thantheother?

Either canworkandhas
itschallenges, but smaller
isoftenpreferable for
nurseries. It'seasier
tomakeasmallroom
feelsafeandcosy,and
smaller furniture won't
feel'lost'intheroom. For
older children, floor space
toplaybecomesmore
important, somoving
themtoalargerroomif
youcanisagoodidea.
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